
materials overwhelmed me. Although I had developed a general top ic to research in Trinitarian 

theology, I quickly realized that I would need to narrow my topic, keep focused in my research, and 

e f f i c i e n t l y  i d e n t i f y  r e l e v a n t  s o u r c e s  f o r  m y  p r o j e c t .  M y  r e s e a r c h  m e n t o r  a n d  t h e s i s  d i r e c t o r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e through the Weinberg Memorial Library, helped to keep my project on track 

a n d  t o  m a k e  e f f i c i e n t  u s e  o f  t h e  m y r i a d  o f  a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s .  

 My research began in the thought of Hans Urs von Balthasar, a Swiss - born theologian of the 

Roman Catholic Church, w hose work I studied in an honors tutorial during my junior year. Having 

read the fifth volume of his Theological Dramatic Theory  during my tutorial, I sought out the remainder 

of his works in the library as background material for my thesis research. Immediately I realized that 

an in-depth study of his entire corpus of work would prove impossible for an undergraduate thesis, 

and so I quickly limited my topic to an examination of personhood in the light of his Trinitarian 

theology. The library provided the resources to read and to research his writings in this area –  

writings which span several multi-volume collections, books, and journal articles. I relied upon the 

library collections for this research, since the volume of von Balthasar’s collected works far 

surpasses my means to acquire them personally.  

Through the initial research process I inadvertently came across similar works I had studied 

by Joseph Ratzinger (now Pope Benedict XVI), one of von Balthasar’s contemporaries and major 

dialogue partners. The continual references to Ratzinger throughout von Balthasar’s work helped me 

to further narrow my topic to a study of the “event” of personhood in the thought of von Balthasar 

and Ratzinger, thus enabling me to engage in more precise, guided, and detailed research. I am 

indebted to the library for the works of von Balthasar and a substantial portion of Ratzinger’s 




